n CJON Writing Mentorship Article Increasing Certification Through Unit-Based Education © Inga Ivanova/iStock/Thinkstock C ertification is one means of demonstrating knowledge and commitment to care. Clear benefits to certification exist for nurses, patients, and employers. The current article describes the implementation of a program to increase knowledge of breast cancer care, promote certification of nurses, and prepare those nurses for the examination. Other institutions may be able to follow this model to promote their own certification rates.
Background
Health care is continually evolving. Institutions and nursing leaders are constantly challenged to recruit and retain competent nurses with subspecialty knowledge and skills. Licensure is based on minimum requirements, whereas certification denotes a recognized higher standard of knowledge and practice (Altman, 2011) . Specialty certification at the basic practice level of nursing is a voluntary strategy for validating clinical expertise (Kendall-Gallagher, Aiken, Sloane, & Cimiotti, 2011). Certification is one strategy associated with improved patient care and professional satisfaction because of professional development and employer recognition (Watts, 2010) . To be effective, however, certification must be beneficial to all of the stakeholders, including patients, employers, and professional nurses (Brown, Murphy, Norton, Baldwin, & Ponto, 2010) .
Specialty Certification
Numerous benefits have been attributed to specialty certification for patients, employers, and the nursing profession. It serves as one means of formal recognition of advanced achievements within nursing. In the profession of oncology nursing, several types of certification exist not only for general oncology nursing, but for subspecialties within oncology nursing (Oncology Nursing Certification Corporation [ONCC], 2013) (see Table 1 ).
Benefits to patients and the public potentially include increased patient safety, improved patient outcomes, and promotion of excellence in nursing care (Brown et al., 2010; Coleman et al., 2010; Watts, 2010) . Certification validates that the nurse has and can apply scholarly knowledge to clinical practice (Kendall-Gallagher et al., 2011; Niebuhr & Biel, 2007) . Healthcare delivery
